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“The Bison Advantage” 





- We started raising bison in 1989. 

- Diversification in agriculture necessary. 

- Bison was new and exciting. 

- Romance of the animal.  

- Growing industry with potential.                                                                    



- Must be economically sustainable. 

- Must be environmentally sustainable. 

- Must be socially sustainable. 

- Confidence and passion. 



 - Started in 2009. 

 - 60-70 farms participating. ( 25%) 

 - Cow/calf, backgrounding, and finishing. 

 - Data on herd size, weaning rates, weaning 
dates, feed costs, capital costs, costs of 
production, net returns. 

 - Days on grass, days on feed, rates of gain. 





Backgrounding   Finishing 

Backgrounding 

Days on grass-244 days 

Average Daily Gain (lbs./day)-
1.49 

Average Cost/lb. gained-$1.06 

Average Net Return/head-
$360.00 

Finishing 

Days on feed-176 Days 

Average Daily Gain (lbs./day)-
1.81 

Average Cost/lb. gained-$2.01 

Average Net Return/head-
$367.00 





























Questions? 

Thank You. 




