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Beef Cattle Research Council 
• Funded by 7 to 30% of the $1.00 National Check-off 

• Each $ is leveraged to gain an additional $3.00 in funds 

• Eleven representatives appointed by provincial associations 
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Fragmented Funding 
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Consequences 

Dogpiles: Over-funding of 
glamorous research 
(transformative, silver 
bullet research) 

 

Gaps: Neglect of long-
term, less glamorous 
areas (incremental 
progress) 
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2001-08 $413,000 to Forage 



2009-13:  $2,000,000 to Forage 



2013-18:  $6,000,000 to Forage 

 



The Beef Science Cluster: 



The Second Beef Science Cluster: 



Fragmented Funding 
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Cluster Forage Research Teams 



 

Cluster Forage Research Collaborations 



 

Forage Research Capacity 



 

Integrated forage crops management 
(Nityananda Khamal) 

Forage biotech 

Forage plant eco-physiologist, 
Forage breeder 

Forage physiologist 
(Solen Rocher) 

Forage agronomist 

Forage pathologist 
(Linda Jewel) 

AAFC Capacity since 2015 



Beef Cluster Environment Research 

forage, 24%

environment, 6%

other, 70%



 



 



Environmental footprint study 



Extension / tech transfer 

forage, 24%

environment, 6%

extension

other, 68%



www.beefresearch.ca 
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http://www.beefresearch.ca/


http://www.beefresearch.ca/blog/ 
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http://www.beefresearch.ca/blog/


 





http://www.youtube.com/beefresearch  
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http://www.youtube.com/beefresearch
http://www.youtube.com/beefresearch


https://twitter.com/BeefResearch 
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https://twitter.com/BeefResearch


http://www.facebook.com/BeefResearch  
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http://www.facebook.com/BeefResearch


Planning for the next Cluster (2018-23) 

• Clusters 1 (2009-13) and 2 (2013-18); Where next? 

• National beef research workshop 

• ~125 invitees 

– Researchers 

– Producers and “industry stakeholders” (vets, 
consultants, nutritionists, pharma, packers, forage & 
producer associations) 

– Funders (federal, provincial, producer groups) 



National Beef Research Priority Survey 



• I am primarily a…. 

506 responses – 58% Producers 



All provinces represented 



All age demographics represented 
with 40% of responses <40yrs 

~40% 



Forage & Grassland: survey says 
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National Beef Research Survey 

• Online survey results informed workshop 
discussions 



• Here’s where the focus has been… 

• Where to from here?  

• Based on the online survey, and 

• Based on what funders have been supporting 
in recent years, 

• How should national cattle, forage and beef 
research be focused in Canada in 2018-23? 

2016 National Beef Research Workshop 



2016 National Beef Research Workshop 
• Lauch Fraser, Vern Baron, Bruce Coulman, Alan 

Iwaasa, Bart Lardner, , Mike Schellenberg, Emma 
McGeough, Kim Ominski, Carole Lafrenière, Yousef 
Papadopoulos 

• Jim Bauer, Ryan Beierbach, Ramona Blyth, Janice 
Bruynooghe, Caron Clarke, Cherie Copithorne-
Barnes, Graeme Finn, Ian Murray, Tim Oleksyn, 
Michael Spratt, Dave Zehnder 

• Glenn Friesen, Holly Mayer, Henry Soita, Sara 
Sommerfeld 

• Brenna Grant, Cedric MacLeod, Rich Smith 

 



Priorities vs. Outcomes 

Priority Areas are general (e.g. “forage”) 

Target research outcomes are specific (e.g. non-
bloating legume varieties with improved yield, 
quality and persistence) 

 



 



Forage Research Outcomes 

 



 

Forage Research Outcomes 



 

Environment Research Outcomes 



What’s next? 

• Call for letters of  intent later this month 

• Full proposals selected in mid-2017 

• Beef Cluster 3 proposal submitted late 2017 

• Beef Cluster 3 starts April 1, 2018 



www.BeefResearch.ca 
 

Stay connected: 
 
     @BeefResearch 
 
      facebook.com/BeefResearch 
 
      beefresearch.ca/blog/subscribe 
 
      youtube.com/BeefResearch 
 
      Sign up for CCA’s Action News at 
 www.cattle.ca 

Questions? 
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http://www.beefresearch.ca/

